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HASLEMERE BIBLE WORKSHOP 
[ Please keep for future reference ] 
 
So, you’ve had an e-mail or phone call from Paul or one of the overall leaders asking you to lead a Bible 
Workshop at Haslemere. Rather than panicking, emigrating or resigning yourself to failure and humiliation, 
here are some ideas to help take the stress out of preparing and leading a Workshop. 
 
On your marks! 
Before you begin, get back to basics  
 
A Bible Workshop is an opportunity to: 

• learn about a particular subject from a Biblical perspective 
• learn more about how to understand and apply the Bible 
• learn with and from other Christians – not just one person’s views, not just your dorm but a whole 

mixture of different people.  
  
Why do we run Bible Workshops? 
 to encourage Christians to grow in their relationship with God 
 to equip Christians to live effectively as disciples of Jesus by applying the bible to their lives 
 to exercise the minds of Christians, stimulating thought, discussion, development and action 
  

Get set! 
‘If you fail to prepare, you’re preparing to fail.’ – J. John 
 
Preparing for a Bible Workshop is, in many ways, the most crucial element of leading one. Not only do you 
have to research the subject to a point where you can teach it to others, you also have to decide the best 
way of teaching.  
 
PRAY  
 
When to prepare: 
Do the bulk of your preparation before the Venture. If you don’t it could well cause you a lot of stress 
whilst you are there as you try to juggle your responsibilities to the young people in your dorm and those 
you are leading with. Not preparing beforehand will affect the quality of the Workshop you present and 
the affect it has on those who attend. 
 
PRAY  
 
What to prepare: 
A variety of topics can be covered in Bible Workshops, and the subject affects how you go about your 
research. Subjects usually come within 4 main categories and we’ve provided research ideas for each one. 
 
 
CATEGORY EXAMPLE RESEARCH IDEAS 
A Bible Character Abraham,  

Mary,  
Peter,  
Nehemiah 

Look up the main chapters and 
focus on them. 
Use a concordance to find wider 
references to the subject in other 
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parts of the bible. 
Read a relevant bible 
commentary or articles on the 
internet. 

A Bible event/story Creation and Fall 
The book of Ruth 
The Prodigal Son 

As above 

A standard topic that is an issue 
for all Christians 

Guidance 
Church 
Relationships 
Evangelism 
Gifts 

Don’t look up every verse on the 
subject in a concordance. Think 
of passages that have helped you 
to understand it and focus on 
those. Try and read one or two 
books on the subject. Explore 
possible multi media options.  

A contemporary issue The environment 
Unemployment 
Homosexuality 
The media 

Read newspapers, use the 
internet and watch current 
affairs programmes to get an 
understanding of the issue. Then, 
think about God’s perspective on 
it, and why it is an issue for 
Christians – i.e. what are the 
PRINCIPLES? Then, look up some 
relevant Bible verses. Try and 
read one or two books on the 
subject. 

 
 
Don’t forget that the Bible is a book written at different times by different people. Therefore you need to 
take into account not just the face value of the passage but also the literary and historical context. 
 
For example: 
 
Passage Face Value Literary Context Historical Context 
Luke 10v30-35 
The Good Samaritan 

People who get beaten 
up need help from 
others 

See verses 25-29. Jesus 
is telling a parable to 
illustrate the point ‘love 
your neighbour’. 

Samaritans were hated 
by Jews so Jesus is 
making a point about 
racism.  
Priest and Levite were 
thought to be nearer to 
God – a point on 
hypocrisy. 

 
When you have gathered enough information: 
 
Specify a few main points and stick to it. 
Select which material you want to use to illustrate and explore those points.  
Don’t use everything indiscriminately; remember you only have 50 minutes. 
Ask yourself continually ‘Is this relevant?’ Don’t be tempted by red herrings, no matter how interesting! 
 
PRAY 
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How? 
You’ve worked out what you want to say. Now you have to work out how to say it. Except, of course, you 
won’t be saying all of it. A Bible Workshop is not a talk, which is one of the exciting things about it, as there 
is room for people to be actively involved. 
 
 
How you structure your Workshop will depend partly on the subject matter, and partly on you. You don’t 
have to be an all-singing, all-dancing, multi media Workshop expert! Be yourself, but take advantage of the 
flexibility and variety of ways in which people can learn. Her are a few ideas: 
 
In a big group 
→ read a passage together. Offer you views either before (to provoke) or after (to tie up) a general 
discussion. 
→present your ideas in a short talk, broken up with readings from different versions of the Bible. If you 
don’t know people always ask beforehand if they will read. 
→ brainstorm an idea, getting people to call out associations with a particular subject. Use flipchart paper 
on the wall. Get someone to write the feedback down so that you can field it more ably. 
→ pre-arrange for a couple of people to share a short relevant testimony which illustrates the point, or 
interview them if they would prefer. 
→ have a panel of ‘experts’ to answer questions. 
 
Splitting into smaller groups 
→ choose different passages for each group, with similar questions. 
→ choose the same passage for each group with different questions. 
→ encourage people to share their ideas and experiences with one another by asking personal as well as 
‘Biblical’ questions e.g. what does this passage show about God’s attitude toward the environment? What 
could you do to be greener? 
→ use role-play; get each group to look through a passage from the point of view of one character in the 
passage. 
→ prepare a worksheet with Bible references and questions on it. 
→ prepare ‘case studies’ for discussion and problem solving. 
→ get people to pray for one another. 
→ not always, but usually, small groups need to feed back to the main group. Don’t let this take too long, 
encourage people to explain the verses they were asked to look at, but not read them out, and just give a 
few points. 
 
Or else 
→ use music – is there a song people could listen to, or sing together? 
→ use drama – get some people to prepare a quick sketch. 
→ use visual aids – they have a big impact as people enter the room. 
→ show a brief video or youtube clip which brings the theme to life. 
 
Obviously, you can’t do everything, but variety will cater to different people’s tastes and needs. Try and 
work out how long each section will take and allow for feedback time, which always takes longer than you 
think! Don’t spend 20 minutes on a brainstorm and then discover you’ve not enough time to look at the 
Bible! Be realistic about what you can achieve in 50 minutes! 
 
PRAY 



Haslemere Bible Workshop  4 

 

Go!! 
You’ve done all your preparation, now you just have to deliver the goods. Nervous? A few more tips to set 
your mind at rest: 
 
Before 

1. Send an outline of your workshop to the Overall Leader by the date specified. They can offer 
reassurance, make observations and help you hone your material. 

2. Go through your material with another leader at the Venture – it’s worth the embarrassment! 
3. Advertise your Workshop well at the previous meal, or get the drama team to do so!      

Tell people to bring bibles and notebooks. 
4. Don’t commit yourself to organizing the Decathlon immediately beforehand – you’ll arrive late, hot, 

sweaty and stressed out. 
5. Prepare the Workshop Room. Make sure the chairs are set out as you want them, that you have any 

equipment you need such as laptop, flipchart paper and pens, and have put up any visual aids etc if 
necessary. 

6. Check crucial verses in different versions of the Bible, so that you’re not surprised by the absence of 
a key word! 

7. Make sure that questions, Bible references and hand outs are presented in an easy to read format. 
 
PRAY 
 
During 

1. Start the Workshop promptly. PRAY to get people started. 
2. Make sure you sit or stand where you can see people and be seen. 
3. Make sure people can hear you and each other. 
4. Allow people to work things out for themselves. They will then have real understanding and 

knowledge which they can hold on to. 
5. Don’t force conclusions if there aren’t any definite ones. 
6. Be sensitive to people and to the Holy Spirit; don’t worry if things don’t go exactly to plan. 
7. Recap at the end of each section, and at the end of the Workshop. Encourage people to continue 

thinking about the issues 
 
After 

1. If you’ve used a lot of material, prepare a handout for people to take away with them. 
2. Recommend books and websites that people can refer to in their own time. If possible before the 

houseparty ask the person running the bookstall to order copies of specific books. 
3. Be aware that some subjects may affect people deeply. Make yourself and possibly other leaders 

available afterwards to talk or pray with people. 
4. Ask one or two leaders to give you some constructive feedback. It will help you further hone your 

skills. 
 
“As the rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return to it without watering the earthy…so 
is my word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 
desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” Isaiah 55v11 
 
PRAY that God will use your workshop to change people’s minds, hearts and lives. 
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